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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(7:35 p.m)
MR. MOORE: Thank you, Maurice.
|"mglad that John turned the lights on.
| was going to ask if people would like to have the

lights on, and it was pretty obvious that he beat ne

to it. | think that makes the room a little nore
confortabl e. And for those of you taking notes,
you'll be able to see what you're witing.

What we're really here for is to receive
your comrents on the adequacy of the Draft
Programmati ¢ Environnental |npact Statenent. And
there are several ways that you can provide those
comments: (bviously at this hearing is one of those
ways, either wverbally or in witing. When you
regi stered you received a comment form

And you can wite your comments on that
formwhile you' re sitting here listening to things and
t hi nki ng about it, or you can take the comrent form
home with you and fill it out and send it in later.
You can use the address on the comment formto send in
much nore than just what that fromitself wll hold.
| f you have naterials that you believe will be useful
ininproving the quality of the docunent, why, be sure

to send those as well. W'd |like to have what ever we
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can get.

You' ve hear d about our websi t e:
0cs. ener gy. anl . gov. If you have not visited that
website, please do so. And it is another way that you
can submt comrents. Fill out a comment formon the
websi t e. And, as | nentioned, you can do it in
witing either here or later on.

This repeats what | just said. [Referring
to the information on the screen.] You fill out the
corment form submt witten corments. |If you fil
out a formtonight you can give it to any one of us
wearing a nane tag, and we'll make sure that they get
factored into the right part of the process. O you
can mai |l themafter you get honme or go to the website.

As far as the hearing itself today is
concerned, for oral coments we had asked when you
registered if you wanted to speak tonight, if you
i ndicated you did, | have a registration card. And
"1l use that to call people one at a tine up to
speak.

| f you decide you want to speak and have
not filled out aregistration formindicating that if
you wanted to speak, you can do so, or you can just
let me know | ater. Really not that formal. And what

we're nost interested in is receiving your coments.
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If you want to speak, we want to give you that
opportunity.

When you do cone up to speak, please use
the podium over here, and state your nane and
affiliation. W have a default three-minute time. So
far we have four speakers signed up. It's early in
the evening, so I'mnot going to be too harsh on the
three-mnute tine.

And do, please, linmt your cooments to the
-- if you can -- to the scope of the programmatic ElI S.
Many of you are aware that we're doing several, that
MVE is currently looking at other project-specific
activities, and we're not here to receive comments on
i ndi vi dual projects but, rather, on the Programmtic
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent that Mauri ce di scussed.

And if you have prepared remarks, please
| eave those with us if you can. Copies of them W'd
appreciate it. Those and anything else that you'd
like to submt for the record. W're interested in
all the cooments we can get to inprove the quality of
t he docunent.

I"'m going to call the speakers in the
order that they registered, and the first speaker is
Ri chard Charter. Pl ease state your nanme and your

or gani zati on when you come up
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5
MR. CHARTER: Thank you. My nane is

Ri chard Charter and |I'm speaki ng today on behal f of
Def enders of WIldlife, whose nearly half mllion
menbers and supporters nationwide and nore than
100, 000 California nmenbers and supporters are deeply
i nvol ved i n mari ne conservation efforts, includingthe
protection of sensitive wildlife and fragile ocean
habi t at s.

Whi |l e we are supportive of truly renewabl e
energy strategies with careful site selection and
appropriate mtigations to protect the environnent,
sone of America's nobst sensitive coastal waters will
i nevitably be affected by the construction of major
alternative energy facilities and by comercial
aquaculture installations on the federal CQuter
Conti nental Shelf that may be converted from current
oil and gas platfornms. 1'magoing to focus ny renmarks
this evening orally on the Alternate Uses Provision,
but | have covered the Alternate Energy part in ny
witten conments.

Statenents in the MVS Programmtic
Environnental |npact Statenent can only |lead one to
conclude that the agency 1is anticipating the
unaut hori zed i ssuance of a proposed rul emaki ng that

woul d establish the first national program for the
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permtting and regulation of fish farming, or
aquacul ture, in federal waters and a rule that would
all ow oi |l conpani es to abandon ol d, disused pl atforns
at sea instead of requiring the operators to renove
them as currently mandated by federal |aw and by the
contractual obligations incurred voluntarily by the
| essees at the time such | eases were issued.

These are proposals that |ie outside the
authority del egated to MVSto regul ate only authorized
activities, a legislative restriction clearly placed
on MMS pursuant to Section 388 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005.

Any such fiscal incentives to oil
conmpani es woul d i nappropriately pronote new of fshore
oil and gas leases in renote and fragile frontier OCS
regions by dimnishing the lifecycle cost of
hydrocarbon operations through M arbitrary
forgiveness of legitimate rig deconm ssioning costs
and thus unduly put at risk sensitive fisheries,
wildlife, Ilocal economes, indigenous comunities
particularly in Al askan waters.

Here in California the public clearly
remenbers the sol enm conmi tnents made by the Interior
Department and the | essees when the present offshore

rigs were put in place, acconpani ed by assurances t hat

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7

t he conpani es would renove the rigs and restore the
seafloor to as near prelease condition as possible
once production was term nat ed.

Putting aquacul ture operations on top of
seafl oor nmounds of spent-drilling nmuds containing
nmercury, cadmum lead, and a host of toxic and
nmut ageni c- hydr ocar bon pol | utants woul d be
counterintuitive at best.

Thank you for this opportunity to present
testimony on behal f of Defenders of WIldlife.

MR. H LL: Thank you.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Charter.

The next speaker is Tom|[sic] Ei chenberg.

MR. EICHENBERG Hello. M nane is Tim
Ei chenberg and I' mwi th the Ccean Conservancy here in
San Francisco. W have -- our headquarters are in
Washi ngton, D.C., but we have a regional office out
here in San Franci sco.

I'"'m here to echo the coments of ny
col | eague, Richard Charter. |I'mnot here to focus on
the Alternative Energy provisions. |'mhere to talk
about the of fshore aquacul ture as part of Section 388,
Provisions for Energy Related or Qher Authorized
Mari ne Rel at ed Purposes.

And we're concerned that this section
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woul d al l ow oi | conpanies to avoid billions of dollars
in legal obligations to renove the existing CQuter
Conti nental Shelf structures by operating fish farns
on those structures.

You asked for i ssues  of concern,
mtigation and nonitoring neasures, and new data in
your Request for Information here, and I'd like to
focus on those.

The i ssue of concern to us is marine fin-
fish aquacul ture. Al though you do say you're not
seeking new authority over activities such as
aquacul ture, only the authority to allowthe platforns
to be converted to fish farns, the federal governnent
is proposing a fivefold increase in aquaculture
production over the next 15 to 20 years. And the EI S
admts that there is a lack of clear federa
regul atory authority over aquaculture right now, so
you woul d be t he default agency maki ng those rul es and
regul ati ons.

Nuner ous studies that you do not cite in
your EI'S and three recent national ocean conm ssions
have recogni zed that federal standards are i nadequate
to address nmany of the significant inpacts from
of fshore aquaculture. | would urge you to put those

into your -- into your EIS, and | will submt witten
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comments which would |ist those resources and sources

for you.

California enacted the nost conprehensive
fish-farm ng standards in the nation |ast year: SB
201. And we do not want to see these efforts

frustrated and underm ned by fish farms 3.1 m|es off
our shore that would underm ne the regul ations that
we' ve adopted here in California.

The Programmatic Environnental | npact
Statenent fails to adequately address and nitigate
many of the potentially significant adverse inpacts
fromfish farms, fromthe escape of wild species and
the conpetition with wild -- escape of farm species,
excuse ne, in conpetition with w ldstocks; discharge
of pollutants, and the use of drugs and chenicals; the
ecosystemi npacts of using fishnmeal and fish oils; the
soci oeconom ¢ inpacts on fisheries and fishing
comunities fromfish farns; the spread of di sease and
parasites from farnms; the use of nonnative and
genetically-nodified species; the lack of best-
managemnment practices to ensure that there's regul ar
nmonitoring, reporting, site inspections, baseline
assessments, stocking densities, root-stock controls,
and vol une of production on each of these facilities;

and the | ack of responsibility for danages, energency
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response, and abandonnent of these facilities once
t hey' re done.

I n concl usi on, we do not believe that the
2005 Energy Act should authorize the Mnerals
Managenent Service to overturn the current federa
requirenents for oil conmpanies to renove their
platforns after they cease energy operations. And we
urge t he M neral s Managenent Servi ce to
conprehensively address all the inpacts that |
nmentioned and others of ocean fish farmng in the
Progranmmati ¢ Environnental |npact Statenent.

Thank you.

MR. H LL: Thank you, Tim

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Tim Sorry | got
your name wong the first tine.

Qur next speaker is Aaron Rachlin.

MR RACHLIN: Rachlin.

MR. MOORE: Rachlin. Thank you.

MR.  RACHLI N: Good eveni ng. Hi . \%%
nanme' s Aaron Rachlin and |' mfromBorderl and Wnd here
in California. And | just wanted to rmake sone very
brief comments expressing ny thanks and support for
the overall premse of using our Quter Continenta
Shelf waters to develop alternative energies and

pronote them
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As we know and as Maurice nentioned,
energy diversity and the use of renewabl e resources i s
an i dea whose tinme has cone. So it's good that we're
nmoving in that direction.

And | just wanted to echo t he thoughts of
Ri chard about careful site selection and mtigation
neasures that certainly should be addressed in all
types of devel opnent offshore; and the best use, if
any, of the existing platforns that are out there. So
| just wanted to echo those thoughts. And keep up the
good work. Thank you very nuch

MR. HI LL: Thanks, Aaron.

MR. MOORE: Thank you.

W have one nore person who has signed up
to speak, Kate W ng.

M5. WNG Thank you very nuch. M nane
is Kate Wng. |I'mwth the Natural Resources Defense
Counci | based here in San Francisco. At least that's
where | am and | work specifically on the Cceans
Program but as a large -- as an environnental
organi zation with a large array of issues under our
purvi ew, we | ook at everything fromglobal warmng to
ocean conservation and animal and wildlife issues in
bet ween.

W're interested in pretty nuch every
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aspect of this Programmatic EI'S, so we will certainly
be submtting nore detailed coments to you after
we' ve had a chance to give it a nore thorough review.
And we did submt scoping comrents to you in the
earlier part of the process. And we appreciate your
openness.

And | woul d al so take this opportunity to
conpliment you on the website, which |I think is a
pretty marvel ousl y-i npressi ve website for a gover nnment
agency doing a PEIS. It's something that even
under graduat e students can find their way around, as
t hey have commented on. So congrats to you guys for
being able to nake a useful website as a governnent
agency.

In particular, our concern about this
Programmatic EIS and what we hope it wll do is
provi de a framework for | ooking at cunul ative inpacts
not only for alternative energy and for sone of these
alternative uses, but provide the beginnings of a
regul atory framework for | ooki ng at cunul ati ve i mpacts
for a variety of possible upconing uses on the Quter
Conti nental Shelf.

As you nentioned, there are these
possibilities of converting these outdated rigs to

aquacul ture farns, as ny previous friends at the Ccean
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Conservancy and Defenders of WIldlife have comrent ed
on, but there's also the possibility of there being
of fshore fish farmng in other locations. And unti
we have a conprehensi ve national policy in place, this
PEISw Il be sort of the de facto rule on citing those
uses.

And | think until we have a national
policy about how we are going to govern our oceans
from3 to 200 mles, this PEISis really going to be
the first step into the fray about how we stick things
in that area of our oceans, be they for energy or for
t he production of food or for whatever other uses nay
be com ng our way.

So we're particularly interested in the
ability of this PEIS to serve as a franework to | ook
at cumul ative inpacts in federal waters as well as in
state waters, too. The ability of this permt process
to be consistent with state coastal plans, with other
state coastal nmnagenent regul ations.

And particularly when you | ook at those
maps of where are the ideal areas to place wave and
alternative energy areas, once you |look at a
comer ci al - scal e operati on for wave- and ti dal - ener gy,
you're often | ooking at an area that would span the

100-foot -- you know, the 100-fathom |ine. You' re
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| ooking at areas that are then going to span federal
and state waters at the sanme tinme, because that's just
where that depth range happens to fall. However
inconveniently, it seens to fall right on the three-
mle line for a ot of the Wst Coast.

So it is inportant that there is a very
signi ficant anmount of coordi nati on bet ween t he f eder al
and state agencies, and al so between MVS and FERC as
t hese processes go forward. And that's certainly
going to be one of the nmain things that we're | ooking
to seeinthe PEIS, is exactly howthat's going to go
forward, how those agencies are going to work
toget her, and how there's going to be a transparent
process that the public can participate in.

Thank you.

MR. H LL: Thank you, Kate.

And | should say thanks for the website
should also go to Argonne National Lab for putting
t hat toget her.

MR. MOORE: Thank you very rmuch

Do we have anyone el se who would like to
speak at this tine?

Wonder ful opportunity. Got all this AV
equi pnent, court reporter. \Wiat a deal.

Ckay. |If you would prefer to submt your
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coorments later in witing, we would appreciate
receiving them W certainly appreciate the comments
we received here tonight. They're very nuch on
target. They're very hel pful, very useful, and we're
glad to have them And it | ooks |like we have to get
the owner of this conputer up here to unlock it
Ri ght on schedul e.

The session is over.

MR HILL: Yes. And on behalf of Mnerals
Managenent Service | would really like to thank
everybody for comng tonight. And | appreciate your
comments. And the MMVS people will be here for a while
if you would like to talk to us or have any questi ons.

(The neeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m)
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